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of full-time workers. In the cities Chinese were particularly
prominent, but large villages normally had Burmese carpen-
ters.
A total of 36,434 were engaged as "toddy" drapers, manu-
facturing liquor from the juice of the palm. In most cases, toddy
palms were found in the Dry Zone.
Kipling's "whackin' white cheroots" were probably made of
cornhusks or of a special leaf from the Shan States. Hence
when 24,296 are listed in the Census as "manufacturers of to-
bacco" it is doubtful if all of them rolled cheroots made of to-
bacco. More likely, the total includes those engaged in the manu-
facture of cheroots and kindred products from tobacco, mai/.c
husks, and leaves. Manufacture of tobacco and kindred prod-
ucts flourished in Mandalay, 7'yinmana, and else,*where in the
Dry Zone, but was also found in many other parts of the
country.
Makers of jewelry and ornaments numbered 21,680, Many
were engaged in the production of artistic silver howls. If is
probable that the total includes the considerable number of
persons in Mandalay, Rangoon* and elsewhere who engaged
in the manufacture of bronze images of the Buddha. Burmese
silverwork is ordinarily ranked considerably below the best
Indian craftsmanship in that field.
Blacksmiths accounted for but 12,997 workers. In view of
the scarcity of iron and coal, and of the near-absence of the
practice of shoeing draft animals, it is not surprising that
their number is small. The official rehabilitation program in-
cluded the issue of steel to local blacksmiths by the Agricultural
Department. The blacksmiths were encouraged to produce plow-
shares and clalis (universally used cutting implements, heavier
than a corn knife), both of which are urgently needed/'
Potters numbered 12,454. Twante, on the canal of the
same name, was one of the outstawlinjf centers of pottery
manufacture. The chief product was "Pegu"* jars* hoin# water
jars of about ten gallons capacity, and of no particular beauty*
5 The Burman, Tuesday, June 11, 1946*
0 These are not made, in any numbers, at the large town of Pegu-